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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Claims 1, 4, 9 through 11, 13, 14, 27, 28, 31, 35 through 37, 45, 46, 48, and 53 through 
55 have been amended herein. Please note that all claims currently pending and under 
consideration in the referenced application are shown below. Please enter these claims as 
amended. This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application. 

Listing of Claims : 

1 . (Currently Amended) A closure element for substantially closing an end of a 
tubular member, comprising: 

a base sized and configured to fit within and substantially close a bore of a tubular member; 
at least one movable structure, the at least one movable structure being movable relative to the 
base; 

at least one engagement feature protruding from the at least one movable structure and sized and 
configured to cooperatively engage an associated wall structure of a wall of the tubular 
member when the at least one engagement feature is disposed in a first position and to 
disengage from the associated wall structure of the wall of the tubular member when the 
at least one engagement feature is disposed in a second position, the at least one movable 
structure configured to facilitate movement of the at least one engagement feature 
between the first position and the second position; and carried by the base and configur e d 
to b e movable betw ee n at least a first position and at l e ast a se cond position; 

at least one attachment member structurally coupling at least one of the at least one engagement 
feature and the at least one movable structure to the base, configured to facilitate 
movement of the at least one movable structure and the at least one engagement feature 
without substantially deforming the base. 

wh e r e in th e at l e ast on e e ngag e ment featur e i s sized and configured to coop e rativ e ly engag e an 
as s ociat e d wall structure of a wall of th e tubular m e mb e r when it occupi e s th e first 
position and to di s e ngag e from the associat e d wall structure of the wall of th e tubular 
m e mb e r when it occupies the second position. 
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2. (Original) The closure element of claim 1, wherein the first position lies radially 
outward of the second position. 

3. (Original) The closure element of claim 1, wherein the at least one engagement 
feature is resiliently biased toward the first position. 

4. (Currently Amended) The closure element of claim 3, wherein the at least one 
engagement feature is resiliently biased toward the first position by way o f an attachment wall 
ext e nding b e twe e n th e at l e a s t on e e ngag e m e nt featur e and th e bas e the at least one attachment 
member . 

5. (Original) The closure element of claim 1, wherein the at least one engagement 
feature is configured to radially interfere with the associated wall structure when the closure 
element is disposed within the tubular member, the at least one engagement feature is aligned 
with the associated wall structure, and the at least one engagement feature occupies the first 
position. 

6. (Original) The closure element of claim 1, wherein the at least one engagement 
feature comprises at least one outwardly extending radial protrusion. 

7. (Original) The closure element of claim 6, wherein the at least one engagement 
feature comprises two engagement features. 

8. (Original) The closure element of claim 7, wherein the two engagement features 
are circumferentially separated by about 180°. 
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9. (Currently Amended) The closure element of claim 7 claim 1 , further comprising: 
a plurali ty of movable structure s each corresponding to each of th e two one of a plurality of 

engagement features; 

wherein the movabl e structur e s ar e each movable structure of the plurality of movable structures 
is_configured to facilitate movement of the iwe -corresponding engagement 
feature ongag o ment f e atures of the plurality of engagement features between the first 
position and the second position. 

10. (Currently Amended) The closure element of claim 9 claim U wherein each of the 
at least one movable structur e s structure is sized and configured to at least partially accept at least 
one of a person's finger and thumb. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The closure element of claim 9 claim L wherein each of the 
at least one movable s tructur e s includ e out e r radial surfac e s that ar e structure includes at least one 
outer radial surface sized and configured to substantially conform to the bore of the tubular 
member. 

12. (Withdrawn) The closure element of claim 9, further comprising at least one of a 
locking structure and a biasing element disposed between the movable structures. 

13. (Currently Amended) The closure element of claim 9 claim 1 , wherein e ach of the 
at least one movable structur e s structure is attached to the body of the closure element by-an 
attachm e nt wall the at least one attachment member . 

14. (Currently Amended) The closure element of claim 13, wherein the attachm e nt 
wa Hat least one attachment member is resilient. 

15. (Withdrawn) The closure element of claim 1 , wherein the at least one 
engagement feature comprises at least one aperture. 
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16. (Withdrawn) The closure element of claim 15, wherein the at least one 
engagement feature comprises two engagement features. 

17. (Withdrawn) The closure element of claim 16, wherein the two engagement 
features are circumferentially separated by about 180°. 

18. (Withdrawn) The closure element of claim 16, further comprising: 
a movable structure corresponding to each of the two engagement features; 

wherein the movable structures are configured to facilitate movement of the two engagement 
features between the first position and the second of position. 

19. (Withdrawn) The closure element of claim 18, wherein each of the movable 
structures is sized and configured to at least partially accept at least one of a person's finger and 
thumb. 

20. (Withdrawn) The closure element of claim 18, wherein each of the movable 
structures includes outer radial surfaces that are sized and configured to substantially conform to 
the bore of the tubular member. 

21 . (Withdrawn) The closure element of claim 18, further comprising at least one of 
a locking structure and a biasing element disposed between the movable structures. 

22. (Withdrawn) The closure element of claim 18, wherein each of the movable 
structures is attached to the body of the closure element by an attachment wall. 

23. (Withdrawn) The closure element of claim 22, wherein the attachment wall is 
resilient. 
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24. (Original) The closure element of claim 1, wherein the closure element comprises 

plastic. 

25. (Original) The closure element of claim 1, wherein the closure element is sized 
and configured to fit substantially within the bore of the tubular member. 

26. (Original) The closure element of claim 1, wherein the closure element is sized 
and configured to fit entirely within the bore of the tubular member. 

27. (Currently Amended) The closure element of claim 1 , wherein each of the at least 
one engagement feature is resiliently cantilevered from the base of the closure element. 

28. (Currently Amended) A container, comprising: 

a tubular member having an outer surface and an inner surface defining a wall therebetween; 
wherein the inner surface defines a bore, the bore extending between a first end and a second end 
of the tubular member; 

an associated wall structure formed generally on the wall of the tubular member proximate the 
first end thereof; and 

a closure element disposed at least partially within the bore of the tubular member proximate the 
first end thereof, the closure element comprising: 

a base sized and configured to fit within and substantially close the bore of the tubular 
member; and 

at least one movable structure, the at least one movable structure being movable relative 
to the base; 

at least one engagement feature protruding from the at least one movable structure and 
sized and configured to cooperatively engage the associated wall structure of the 
wall of the tubular member when the at least one engagement feature is disposed 
in a first position and to disengage from the associated wall structure of the wall 
of the tubular member when the at least one engagement feature is disposed in a 
second position, the at least one movable structure configured to facilitate 
movement of the at least one engagement feature between the first position and 

-8- 



Serial No. 10/765,721 

the second position; at l e ast on e engagem e nt f e atur e carri e d by the base and 
configur e d to be movabl e b e tw ee n at l e ast a first po s ition and at l e ast a second 
position; 

at least one attachment member structurally coupling at least one of the at least one 

engagement feature and the at least one movable structure to the base, configured 
to facilitate movement of the at least one movable structure and the at least one 
engagement feature without substantially deforming the base; and 

wherein th e at least one e ngag e ment f e atur e is sized and configured to cooperativ e ly 
e ngag e th e associat e d wall structur e of th e wall of the tubular member wh e n it 
occupies th e first position and to dis e ngag e from the associat e d wall structur e of 
the wall of the tubular m e mb e r when it occupi e s the second position; and 
wherein the at least one engagement feature occupies the first position and engages the associated 

wall structure. 

29. (Original) The container of claim 28, wherein the first position lies radially 
outward of the second position. 

30. (Original) The container of claim 28, wherein the at least one engagement feature 
is resiliently biased toward the first position. 

3 1 . (Currently Amended) The container of claim 30, wherein the at least one 
engagement feature is resiliently biased toward the first position by way of an attachm e nt wall 
e xtending betwe e n th e at l e ast one e ngagement f e ature and th e base the at least one attachment 
member . 

32. (Original) The container of claim 28, wherein the at least one engagement feature 
is configured to radially interfere with the associated wall structure when the closure element is 
disposed within the tubular member, the at least one engagement feature is aligned with the 
associated wall structure, and the at least one engagement feature occupies the first position. 
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33. (Original) The container of claim 28, wherein: 

the at least one engagement feature of the closure element comprises at least one outwardly 

extending radial protrusion; and 
the at least one associated wall structure comprises an aperture formed in the wall of the tubular 

member. 

34. (Original) The container of claim 33, wherein: 

the at least one engagement feature comprises two engagement features; and 
the two engagement features are circumferentially separated by about 180°. 

35. (Currently Amended) The container of claim 3 4 claim 28 , further comprising: 

a plurality of movable structur e structures each corresponding to each of th e two one of a plurality 
of engagement features; 

wherein the movable structure s are each movable structure of the plurality of movable structures 
is configured to facilitate movement of the two e ngagem e nt f e atur e s corresponding 
engagement feature of the plurality of engagement features between the first position and 
the second position. 

36. (Currently Amended) The container of claim 35 claim 28 , wherein e ach of the at 
least one movable structures structure is sized and configured to at least partially accept at least 
one of a person's finger and thumb. 

37. (Currently Amended) The container of claim 35 claim 28 , wherein e ach of the at 
least one m ovable s tructur e s includ e out e r radial surfaces structure includes at least one outer 
radial surface that ar e sized and configured to substantially conform to the bore of the tubular 
member. 
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38. (Withdrawn) The container of claim 28, wherein: 

the at least one engagement feature comprises at least one aperture; and 
the associated wall structure comprises at least one inwardly extending radial protrusion formed 
on the wall of the tubular member. 

39. (Withdrawn) The container of claim 38, wherein: 

the at least one engagement feature comprises two engagement features; and 
the two engagement features are circumferentially separated by about 180°. 

40. (Withdrawn) The container of claim 39, further comprising: 
a movable structure corresponding to each of the two engagement features; 

wherein the movable structures are configured to facilitate movement of the two engagement 
features between the first position and the second position. 

41 . (Withdrawn) The container of claim 40, wherein each of the movable structures 
is sized and configured to at least partially accept at least one of a person's finger and thumb. 

42. (Withdrawn) The container of claim 40, wherein each of the movable structures 
includes outer radial surfaces that are sized and configured to substantially conform to the bore of 
the tubular member. 

43. (Original) The container of claim 28, wherein the closure element is sized and 
configured to fit substantially within the bore of the tubular member. 

44. (Original) The container of claim 28, wherein the closure element is sized and 
configured to fit entirely within the bore of the tubular member. 
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45. (Currently Amended) The container of claim 28, wherein each of the at least one 
engagement feature is resiliently cantilevered from the base of the closure element. 



46. (Currently Amended) The container of claim 28, further comprising: 
at least another associated wall structure formed generally on the wall of the tubular member 

proximate the second end thereof; 
another closure element, the another closure element disposed at least partially within the bore of 

the tubular member proximate the second end of the tubular member, the another closure 

element comprising: 

a base sized and configured to fit within and substantially close the bore of the tubular 
member; and 

at least one movable structure, the at least one movable structure being movable relative 
to the base; 

at least one engagement feature protruding from the at least one movable structure and 
sized and configured to cooperatively engage the at least another associated wall 
structure of the wall of the tubular member when the at least one engagement 
feature is disposed in a first position and to disengage from the at least another 
associated wall structure of the wall of the tubular member when the at least one 
engagement feature is disposed in a second position, the at least one movable 
structure configured to facilitate movement of the at least one engagement feature 
between the first position and the second position; carried by the bas e and 
configur e d to b e movabl e b e tw ee n at l e ast a first position and at least a second 
position; 

at least one attachment member structurally coupling at least one of the at least one 

engagement feature and the at least one movable structure to the base, configured 
to facilitate movement of the at least one movable structure and the at least one 
engagement feature without substantially deforming the base; and 

wher e in th e at least one e ngagement f e atur e of th e another closur e el e m e nt is sized and 
configur e d to coop e rativ e ly engag e th e at l e ast anoth e r associat e d wall structure 
ofth o wall of th e tubular memb e r wh e n it occupies th e first position and to 
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disengag e from th e at l e ast anoth e r associat e d wall structur e of th e wall of the 
tubular m e mber wh e n it occupi es th e second position; and 
wherein the at least one engagement feature of the another closure element occupies the first 
position and engages the at least another associated wall structure. 

47. (Original) The container of claim 46, wherein the at least one engagement feature 
of the another closure element is resiliently biased toward the first position. 

48. (Currently Amended) The container of claim 47, wherein the at least one 
engagement feature of the another closure element is resiliently biased toward the first position 
by way of an attachm e nt wall e xtending b e tw e en th e at l e ast on e engag e ment f e atur e and the 
bas ethe at least one attachment member of the another closure element . 

49. (Withdrawn) The container of claim 46, wherein: 

the at least one engagement feature of the another closure element comprises at least one 
aperture; and 

the at least another associated wall structure comprises at least one inwardly extending radial 
protrusion formed on the wall of the tubular member. 

50. (Original) The container of claim 46, wherein: 

the at least one engagement feature of the another closure element comprises at least one 

outwardly extending radial protrusion; and 
the at least another associated wall structure comprises an aperture formed in the wall of the 

tubular member. 

5 1 . (Original) The closure element of claim 46, wherein the at least one engagement 
feature of the another closure element is configured to radially interfere with the at least another 
associated wall structure. 
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52. (Original) The container of claim 46, wherein: 

the at least one engagement feature of the another closure element comprises two engagement 
features; and 

the two engagement features of the another closure element are circumferentially separated by 
about 180°. 

53. (Currently Amended) The container of claim 52 claim 46 , furth e r 
comprisin g wherem the another closure element further comprises : 

a plurality of movable structur e structures each corresponding to each of th e two one of a plurality 
of engagement features of the another closure element; 

wherein th e movabl e structures each movable structure of the plurality of movable structures of 
the another closure element-are js configured to facilitate movement of the twe 
e ngagem e nt f e atur e s corresponding engagement feature of the plurality of engagement 
features of the another closure element between the first position and the second position. 

54. (Currently Amended) The container of claim 53 claim 46 , wherein e ach of the at 
least one movable structur e s structure of the another closure element is sized and configured to at 
least partially accept at least one of a person's finger and thumb. 

55. (Currently Amended) The container of claim 53 claim 46 , wherein e ach of the at 
least one movable s tructur e s structure of the another closure element includes out e r radial 
surfaces that are at least one outer radial surface sized and configured to substantially conform to 
the bore of the tubular member. 

56. (Original) The container of claim 46, wherein both of the closure element and the 
another closure element are sized and configured to fit substantially within the bore of the tubular 
member. 
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57. (Original) The container of claim 46, wherein both of the closure element and the 
another closure element are sized and configured to fit entirely within the bore of the tubular 
member. 

58. (Withdrawn) The container of claim 46, further comprising at least one of a 
locking structure and a biasing element disposed between the movable structures of at least one 
of the closure element and the another closure element. 

59. (Original) The container of claim 28, wherein the tubular member comprises at 
least one of paper, cardboard, plastic, aluminum, and steel. 
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